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The Daily American counts on you to help us provide the most news 
about Somerset County. If you have news or a suggestion, please call 
us. For local news, contact Rick Kazmer at 814-444-5900; editorial 
issues and opinions, contact Brian Whipkey at 814-444-5928; home 
and family news, contact Madolin Edwards at 814-444-5934, and 
sports, Jeff Maurer at 814-444-5900. Our fax line is 814-444-5966 
or send us an email to news@dailyamerican.com.

DO YOU HAVE NEWS? HOME IMPROVEMENT
U.S. renters saw their monthly leases rise at a 
significantly slower pace in February, a sign that 
new construction may be starting to limit housing 
costs for apartment dwellers. Read more on 
Page A9.

LocaL
City Editor Rick Kazmer

For subscriptions call:
814-444-5900 or
1-800-452-0823

Inmate 
charged 
for 
attacking 
another 
prisoner

Michael Peterson, 49, is 
accused of  assaulting an-
other inmate by striking 
him numerous times with 
a cane while both men were 
housed at the State Correc-
tional Institution-Somer-
set. The assault allegedly 
occurred in the dayroom 
of  a housing unit on Jan. 
23, according to Trooper 
Donald Neisner in a proba-
ble-cause affidavit.

The victim received sev-
eral lacerations as a result 
of  being struck by the cane, 
police said. He had a severe 
laceration of  the left ear 
lobe, where the lobe was 
nearly amputated, and lac-
erations on top of  his head 
and on the neck behind the 
left ear, state police said.

Peterson is charged 
with aggravated assault, a 
felony, and lesser-graded 
offenses of  simple assault 
and harassment. His at-
torney is public defender 
Steven Miller, of  Somerset. 
A preliminary hearing is 
scheduled at 1:30 p.m. April 
5 before District Judge 
Sandra Stevanus, of  New 
Centerville. The hearing is 
scheduled to be held in the 
Somerset County Court of  
Common Pleas. 

Peterson is on a $50,000 
bond.

By the DAILy AMeRICAN

The 2016 Somerset County Community Emer-
gency Response Team training was recently held 
at the Somerset County Technology Center. The 
course is administered by the county Department 
of  Emergency Services. 

Students were educated by three local instruc-
tors about disaster preparedness for hazards that 
may impact their area.

The training consists of  basic disaster response 
skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, 
team organization and disaster medical opera-

tions.  Using the training learned in the classroom 
and during exercises, team members can assist 
others in their neighborhood or work place follow-
ing an event when professional responders are not 
immediately available to help. 

Team members are also encouraged to support 
emergency response agencies by taking a more ac-
tive role in preparedness projects in their commu-
nity. 

Training is funded by a grant provided by the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency.

Response team trains for emergency

Submitted photo
Pictured in the front row are: Tiffany Weigle, Shyann Wellington and Cheyenne Sheetz. In the second row: Heather Brant, 
Lori Stoner, Jessica Owens, Kaitlyn McClintock, Melissa Sipple, Kaitlynn Weimer and Angie Cave. In the third row: Kristen 
Burnworth, Carrie Jones, Alison Thomas, Autumn Saylor, Savannah Cavanaugh, Jessica Shaffer, Mandy Decker, Court-
ney Johnson, Kristen Shawl and Meredith Hershberger. In the fourth row: Johnathan Chaney, Sierra Helser, Holli Merrill, 
Christina McClintock, Troy Slayton, Branda Leader, Patricia Bollman, Pamela Sipple and Jen Marteney.
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This happened after he was convicted, 

and has continued trying to transfer money 
from his financial accounts to her since his 
March 2 sentencing, according to the mo-
tion filed Friday by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Christine Haines.

But defense attorney Thomas Farrell 
said in an email that Friday’s motion 
“shows a lack of  common courtesy” be-
cause the transfers are being made so the 
niece — who is the priest’s power of  attor-
ney — can pay the penalties.

Farrell, one of  two attorneys represent-
ing the priest on appeal, said the attorneys 
are to blame for not providing clearer in-
structions to the niece “on when and how 
the payments should be made” and said she 
has been making arrangements to pay the 
penalties.

Maurizio was sentenced to more than 17 
years in prison, fined $50,000 and ordered 
to pay each of  his two Honduran victims 
$10,000 restitution. U.S. District Judge Kim 
Gibson gave the suspended priest until 
March 18 to pay the fines and restitution, 
Haines said.

A phone call recorded on March 8 be-
tween Maurizio and his niece from the 

Cambria County jail involved “transferring 
assets from his financial accounts and leav-
ing those accounts with a zero balance,” 
Haines said in the motion.

“Any other litigant would have had the 
courtesy to call or emails us, and the over-
sight would have been fixed” without wast-
ing the court’s time, Farrell said in his 
email. A spokeswoman for Haines’ office 
didn’t immediately respond to Farrell’s 
statement. Maurizio is in the county jail 
awaiting his assignment to a federal prison.

Maurizio’s niece, Christine Shaulis, of  
Windber, declined comment when contact-
ed Friday by The Associated Press.

Maurizio was sentenced a day after the 
Pennsylvania attorney general issued a 
scathing report saying two former bishops 
who supervised Maurizio and other priests 
in the Altoona-Johnstown diocese covered 
up, or were slow to respond to, child sex 
abuse by more than 50 priests over more 
than 40 years. According to the report, a 
whistleblower accused Maurizio in 2009 and 
the diocese conducted its own investigation 
into the sexual tourism allegations eventu-
ally filed by the government in September 
2014. Documents obtained by the attorney 
general “show a high-ranking Diocesan of-
ficial concluding the alleged conduct was 
‘impossible,’” the report said.

However, a federal jury in September 
convicted Maurizio of  molesting three boys, 
though Gibson eventually threw out a con-
viction involving a victim who recanted at 
trial.  Maurizio was convicted of  engaging 
in illicit sexual conduct in foreign places 
— also known as sexual tourism — money 
laundering and possessing child pornogra-
phy.

Maurizio’s attorneys have said he main-
tains his innocence and plans to appeal.

Gibson has yet to schedule a hearing on 
the asset-freeze request.

Priest

“Any other litigant 
would have had the 
courtesy to call or 
emails us, and the 
oversight would have 
been fixed.
— Defense attorney Thomas Farrell

Holocaust survivor 
Eva Olsson is scheduled 
to speak April 5 at Penn-
sylvania Highlands Com-
munity College in Rich-
land Township.

Two free presentations 
will be offered at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Both are 
open to the public.

Olsson was born in 
Hungary in October 1924 
into a poor family of  Ha-
sidic Jews. 

On May 15, 1944, she 
and her family were tak-
en away in boxcars to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, a 
Nazi concentration camp 
in Poland.

For 50 years she re-
mained silent about her 
experiences during the 
Holocaust, partly out 
of  denial and partly out 
of  fear it might happen 
again, according to the 
college. 

For more than a de-
cade, however, she has 
spoken to more than 1 
million people in schools, 
service clubs, churches 
and other venues about 
her experiences.

More information is 
available by contacting 
Trish Corle, diversity 
committee chairwoman, 
at 814-262-3841 or tcorle@
pennhighlands.edu.

Police 
Blotter

No INjuRIes IN 219 ACCIDeNt
No one was reported 

injured in a one-vehicle 
accident on Route 219 in 
Quemahoning Township 
at 2:20 p.m. Wednesday.

Anthony Sidari, 32, of  
Somerset, the driver, and 
passengers Dale Loch-
er, 41, of  Johnstown, 
and Michael Lohr, 50, of  
Johnstown, were north-
bound. 

The vehicle experi-
enced a mechanical mal-
function and pulled to 
the right. 

State police said Si-
dari lost control of  the 
vehicle and hit a guide 
rail.

theft uNDeR INvestIgAtIoN
State police are in-

vestigating the theft of  
a tailgate from a pickup 
truck owned by Brad Joe 
King.  It was stolen from 
his residence along Mid-
dlecreek Road in Milford 
Township Wednesday or 
Thursday.  The tailgate 
is valued at $1,000.

Holocaust 
survivor to 
speak at 
event

Somerset dog park upgrades with solar power

SOMERSET —A little light 
is shining on the Jager and 
Friends Dog Park in Somer-
set. In September the park 
was awarded a $15,000 grant 
for three solar panels and 
three security lights.

Park President Jim Atchi-
son said the electricity will al-
low the park to power security 
lighting, security cameras, 
Wi-Fi, water pumps and other 
electrical systems.

Officials raised nearly 
$5,000 to pay the total cost of  
the $18,637 project, which was 
completed by Bellefonte-based 
solar panel installation com-
pany Sun Directed. The grant 
was awarded from the Penelec 
Sustainable Energy Fund.

One of  the main reasons for 
the project was to increase se-

curity at the park, which was 
burglarized in July. Building 
materials for the park’s pavil-
ions and shed were stolen. No 
arrests have been made.

The park is located at Geor-
gian Place. 

Another reason for the 
project was to provide better 
water supply for the dogs and 
the plants.

Atchison said Wi-Fi and 
music are other benefits of  
the project. 

Attendees of  the park’s 
events and fundraisers will 
soon be able to access Wi-
Fi and listen to music over a 
sound system. 

Last week, the park held its 
annual Easter egg hunt, and 
the annual flea market will 
be this summer. Vendors at 
the market will likely be able 
to use mobile credit card pay-
ment systems.

By DyLAN johNsoN
dylanj@dailyamerican.com

Jager and 
Friends Dog 
Park President 
Jim Atchison 
inspects the 
new lighting 
system and 
solar panel 
controller unit, 
which were in-
stalled at the 
park’s shed 
earlier this 
year.
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